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WHATôS ON IN THE 
WALPOLES? 

Every Monday from 7 to 8 p.m. 

     Karate at the Community Centre 

Every Monday (during term time) 6.30ð  

8.30 p.m. Badminton at St Clements 

High School, Terrington St Clements 

(Tel. Peter Quayle on 01553 828702 for 

more info.) 

Every Wednesday at 1 to 2 p.m. Fitness 

Exercises in the Parish Hall 

Every Wednesday Evening from 7ð8.30 

p.m. Badminton at Walpole 

Community Centre 

Every Thursdayðmobile library (see 

page 21). 

Every Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Archery at the Community Centre. 

By arrangement: Art Classes at Walpole 

Water Gardens  

April 8th from 7.30ð11.00 p.m.  7th 

Annual Charity Ceilidh in aid of the 

Robert Foot Leukemia Fund at 

Downham Market Town Hall (see page 

38) 

April 11th at 7 p.m. Walpole Parish 

Foundation and Recreation Trust will 

be holding its AGM at the Community 

Centre. 

Walpole St. Peterôs Church has a diary of 

events planned ðsee pages 31, 32 and 

33 for more details. 

Snettisham Beach Sailing Club if youôre 

keen on or interested in sailing,  the 

club has a diary of sailing dates and 

events on page 14 
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At the Ordinary Meeting on 9th 
February 2017,  Borough Councillor 
Blunt advised that a recent meeting 
with the Chief of  Police, it was stated 
that the levels of crime in our area re-
mains low. However, within the 
County, there were increasing concerns 
regarding the number of crimes that 
were drugs related or of a sexual nature. 
All in all, it seems crime is under con-
trol. 

As there were no attendees at todayôs 
Parish Council Surgery, it was ques-
tioned whether it was held on a. the 
right day and b. the right time. It was 
suggested that a Friday would be better 
so it was decided to trial this.  

Councillor Newman proposed that she 
get quotes for clearing the allotment 
land behind Townsend Estate, followed 
by quotes for preparing the land. Coun-
cillor Whitaker proposed that a working 
party be set up to draw up plans and 

feedback to the Parish Council.  Coun-
cillor Newman is happy to lead this 
process. This was agreed. 

The playpark extension plans were 
discussed and it is hoped that the works 
will be complete in time for an Easter 
opening. 

Councillor Drew discussed the pres-
entation she has prepared for the óParish 
Projects Meetingô on 16th February. 

There was a discussion regarding the 
hole in St Andrewôs churchyard and it 
seems that clarifying who is responsible 
for repairs remains a complex issue. 

Quotes have been received for repairs 
to the gate pillar(s) at the Kirk Road 
entrance to St Andrewôs churchyard and 
the Parish Clerk has asked for clarity as 
to whether this is for one or both pillars. 

Walpole St Peter War Memorial is 
now  listed building and this will impact 
on the type of restoration works that can 
be carried out. Councillor Eveleigh has 
now received the 3rd quote for the sur-
vey of the memorial and the Conserva-
tion Officer will be invited to visit and 
discuss the appropriate way forward. 

Councillor Eveleigh aims to visit and 
assess the condition of all public foot-
paths in the parish over the coming 
months. 

A number of road faults were dis-
cussed and it was felt that these would 
be best addressed by reporting them on 
óFix My Streetô (see below). 

At the Parish Projects Meeting on 
16th February, Councillor Drew pre-

NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

WALPOLE PARISH 

COUNCILLORS  

Richard Bluntééé...780454 

Richard Greenéé.é780378 

Andrew Bliss..ééé..780928 

James Whitakeréé...780456 

Richard Brodenééé780333 

David Lawtyéééé..780100 

Janet Luckééééé.780384 

Lynne Newmanééé780447 

Linda Matthewsééé780631 

Adrian Eveleighééé781208 

Jo Drewéééééé.781284 

Parish Clerk: Emma Bateman 

Tel. 01945 780002 

walpoleclerk@hotmail.com 



4 

 

sented the results of the questionnaire/
survey. There was a general discussion 
following the presentation but decisions 
will be made during the next Ordinary 
Parish Council Meeting. 

At the Ordinary Meeting on 9th 
March 2017 villager Gill Henderson 
explained that she had spoken with the 
contractor for the development on 
Church Road and is concerned that they 
wish to remove shrubs near the road 
and construct a footpath. Councillor 
Lawty will check which planning con-
ditions apply. 

Sandra Squire introduced herself as 
the Conservative County Councillor 
Candidate and said that she plans to 
attend all Parish Council Meetings. The 
elections are to be held on 4th May 
2017. 

Councillor Newman advised that the 
waste bin on Walnut Road is full again, 
with the majority of the content being 
dog waste. It was agreed that the Parish 
Clerk would ascertain costs for it to be 
replaced with a dog waste bin. 

Some young people attended the re-
cent Parish Council Surgery and asked 
about the playpark extension. It seems 
they were pleased to hear about the 
intended Easter opening. 

A letter has been received from UK 
Power Networks stating that they 
wished to work with the Parish Council 
to identify vulnerable people in our area 
and build a register to enable them to 
provide extra support to this group. 
Councillors Broden and Lawty agreed 
to liaise and work with them. 

Grass cutting is due to start week 
commencing 13th March and will be 
repeated fortnightly, weather permit-
ting. 

Councillor Newman gave feedback on 
the recent meeting held with villagers 

about the allotments behind Townsend 
Estate. Many ideas were put forward 
and a group of people are keen to form 
a sub-group in order to progress plans. 
The group would seek funding to help 
clear the area and set up. The Parish 
Clerk will try to arrange a meeting to 
clarify the access route to the allot-
ments. It was agreed that a sub-group 
will be formed with Councillor New-
man taking the lead. 

The results of the Parish Projects Sur-
vey were discussed and it was identified 
that a number of ideas do not fall within 
the Parish Councilôs sphere of responsi-
bility. As the playpark project is a huge 
financial undertaking, we should not 
feel the need to rush into further pro-
jects, but to review the list on a monthly 
basis. It was agreed that prices for addi-
tional dog waste bins and benches will 
be sought, but the ongoing costs of bin 
emptying and bench maintenance will 
need to be borne in mind. 

Next Meetings:  
13th April 2017 

Annual Assembly at 7 p.m. 
followed by the Ordinary Parish 

Council Meeting 

then 

11th May 2017 

Ordinary Parish Council  

meeting at 7 p.m. at  

Walpole Community Centre 

FIX MY STREET  

Report, view or discuss local 

problems  

like graffiti, fly tipping, broken paving 

slabs or street lighting) 

https://www.fixmystreet.com/ 

41 

 

DREAD THE IRONING?!  

Then give me a call. I can come to yours 

or I can do collection / delivery service 

with a 48 hour turnaround.  

Reasonable rates. 

Call Donna on 01945 738520 or 

07778880424 

LAWN MOWERS 

£55 

Tel: 01945 780842 
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FENLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY    
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Our APRIL meeting will be on Thursday 27

th
 April 

At St Peters Church Hall Wisbech from 7 ï 9p.m. our guest Speaker will be 
William SMITH with an illustrated talk about the Fenland Villages.  Bill is an 
excellent speaker and local historian.  The following month on 26

th
 May we 

look forward to welcoming Bryan HOWLING and his talk on The Fenland 
History how the Fens were formed and how they were reclaimed and util-
ised.  On 23

rd
 JUNE we will hold our summer outing this year to Crowland 

Abbey for a tour and fascinating talk about the history of this ancient abbey. 
Our MARCH meeting was very interesting with members telling fascinating 
stories they have learnt while researching their family history.  We learnt all 
about Cookôs the Butcher in High Street Wisbech and why it fell down leaving 
a big hole in the buildings in the High Street to this very day, told to us by a 
member who lived there as a child. 
 
FAMILY HISTORY DAY 
Those who attended were able to enjoy the many stands and furthered their 
knowledge on researching family history.  Next year we will hold another of 
our FAMILY RESEARCH DAYS last years was a great success, it will be in 
April 2018 in Wisbech Library so watch out for further information later. 
 
COMPUTER RESEARCH SESSIONS.  
These are held twice a month offering anyone who visits help with their fam-
ily research it is for beginners or those wishing to further their research. Our 
Experienced Researchers can be found on the FIRST Tuesday of the each 
month in Wisbech Library from 10 ï 12noon. And on the SECOND Tuesday 
of each month in Wyevale Garden Centre in Crowland from 11a.m. ï 3 
p.m.  You will find us in the restaurant Drop in any time.  Our Researchers 
are willing to visit other venues if required but do need WiFi connections. 
 
EVENTS  
Our small team is also available to attend events with our interesting displays 
we will be attending the Elgoodôs Brewery Garden & Craft Fair you will find 
us in the Thatched Barn. We also give talks to small groups our speakers 
have recently given talks to the Wisbech Society and to Thorney WI about 
the Fun of Family History.   
   

For further information on any of the above please call 01945 587723. 
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Message from your Borough Councillor       
  We are now entering my favourite time of the year, The Spring. 

  With spring comes three of my favourite things, Longer days, 

Daffodils and Easter Eggs. Happy Easter to you all. 

  This month I want to talk about Neighbourhood Plans. 

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?   A plan which sets out policies 

in relation to the development and use of land in the whole or 

any part of a particular area. 

A community led plan is used to help guide development, regeneration and conserva-

tion in the area defined in the plan. Once fully adopted, the plan sits along side the 

Boroughôs Local Plan and carries the same weight in the decision making process.  

  Essentially it is about land use development. The Government are really behind 

Neighbourhood Plans, there are making more funding to Parish Councils to develop 

Neighbourhood Plan  for their Parish. In the recently published Housing White pa-

per, the Government strongly supported the concept of Neighbourhood plans. The 

document suggests, the Local Plan would provide strategic policies and strategic 

allocations and Neighbourhood Plans would provide the detail below this, which 

could take the form of allocations and other such policies. 

  Why do we need a Neighbourhood Plan?   A community produced plan ï represent-

ing local views and aspirations, written by members of the community can create 

policies to address local issues that are not covered in the Borough Councilôs Local 

Plan. It can becomes part of the statutory development plan for the Parish, providing 

the community with greater control over development in the parish although it is 

important to note it cannot stop development. Parishes with a neighbourhood plan 

will receive 25% of any Community Infrastructure Levy arising from developments in 

their area compared to parishes without a neighbourhood plan who will receive 

15%.  The Community Infrastructure Levy was introduced by the BCKLWN in Febru-

ary this year. 

  What could a Neighbourhood Plan look like?   It would include an overall Vision, 

Aims and Objectives for the Parish.  It would contain policies which seek to protect 

certain areas, buildings or views, policies which influence design, polices for devel-

opment, polices for housing including residential allocations and development 

boundaries and potentially much more. It is my intention over the next couple of 

months to discuss the idea of the Walpoles developing a Neighbourhood Plan with 

the Walpole Parish Council. 

  Finally a little bit of political propaganda.  Thursday 4th May is Election Day for 

your County Councillor.  I will not presume to tell you who to vote for but I will ask 

you to make sure you vote.  

  I appreciate all the local support and if you think I can help do not hesitate to con-

tact me.   

Cllr Richard Blunt 

Email: cllr.richard.blunt@west-norfolk.gov.uk                   Telephone: 01945 780454 
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POWER CUT ?? 
Call 105 

105 is a new three-digit number that 
people can call to report or get informa-
tion about power cuts. 

 

You can also call 105 with any welfare 
concerns related to a power cut, or if 
you are worried about the safety of 
over or underground electricity cables 
or substations. 
 

105 is free of charge and will put you 

through to your electricity network op-
erator. You can call 105 from most 

landlines and mobile phones. 

For more information see the website 
at www.powercut105.com  

WALTON HIGHWAY VILLAGE CLUB  
Friendly, family oriented social club 

 

4 full size snooker tables, 1 pool table, darts, Sky and BT Sports (2 screens) 

Membership: £15 family or £10 single. Free hall hire for members (not busi-
nesses). 

Regular events include: live music, quiz nights, karaoke. 

 

70s band THE RUBETTES playing live 8th April 2017. 

 
We will be holding a Family fun day which will include Waltonbury (live music 

throughout the day) in August.  More details to come.  

mailto:cllr.richard.blunt@west-norfolk.gov.uk
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7th ANNUAL CHARITY CEILIDH  

IN AID OF THE ROBERT FOOT LEUKAEMIA FUND 

AND ARTHRITIS RESEARCH 

SATURDAY 8TH APRIL 

DOWNHAM MARKET TOWN HALL  

7.30 TO 11PM 

DANCE WITH 

ABANDON 

LIVE MUSIC WTH A CALLER  

TICKETS £10 (£5 FOR CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE) 

 BAR & TOMBOLA 

TICKETS FROM  
Mike and Wendy  01945 780468 

Marion and Ed 01945 780568 
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PETERôS  

FURNITURE  

FITTING  

SERVICES 
ALL TYPES OF FLAT- 
PACKED FURNITURE  

INCLUDING  
WARDROBES, BEDS,  
CHEST OF DRAWERS,  

DINING SETS ETC. 
PLEASE  

CONTACT PETER  
ON 07957110520  

ANYTIME  

BOOKING  

WALPOLE  

COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 

 
To book the Centre 

please contact Sabrina 

Nimmo on:  

 

01945 780877 

Evenings and  

weekends 
 

 


