
Saddlebow Bridge Repairs Update 

Works Completed Over the Last Month 

We recommenced works on Saddlebow Bridge after the Christmas break on Wednesday         

January 3rd and have carried out a number of works since then. They are as follows. 

 Prepared the bridge for hydro demolition, which involved securing the scaffolding to ensure 

it was water tight and also protected existing parts of the bridge. 

 Hydro demolition commenced on Monday 8th January. This was to remove the bearings 

that the old bridge beams sat on, so the new bearings could be installed on both bridges. 

The east bridge was lifted out of place to allow for the hydro demolition works to be      

completed. 

 On Monday 15th January we began works to break and cut off the bearings for the new 

bridge bearings in preparation of the new beam installation. 

 We had a full closure of the A47 on the weekend of 27th / 28th January were we used    

hydro demolition to remove concrete. Shuttering and framework was also constructed so 

that concrete could be poured later in the week, ready for the new bearings and bridge 

beams to be installed. 

 The hydro demolition was completed on the weekend of 3rd / 4th February and all waste 

from the process was cleaned up. 

Road Closure Update 

There will be a full closure of the A47  

underneath the bridges on the weekends 

of 10th / 11th and 17th / 18th of         

February. This is to allow us to install the 

two newly fabricated bridge beams and 

installation of the formwork.  
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What is Hydro Demolition? 

Hydro demolition is a process which involves 

using high pressured water to remove        

concrete. Over the weekend of 27th & 28th 

January, we used approximately 750,000 litres 

of water in order to carry out our works. 
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