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WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of Walpole Parish Council held at the Community Centre, Summer Close, 

Walpole St Andrew on Thursday 8
th

 June at 7.00pm. 

 

Present –   Chairman - Cllr Richard Broden 

Councillors –  Andy Bliss, Richard Blunt, Jo Drew, Adrian Eveleigh, David Lawty, Janet Luck, Lynne Newman, James 

Whitaker.  

 Sandra Squire – County Councillor 

Clerk - Emma Bateman, Irene Hunter – Press, Peter Luck – Community Centre, Les Street – Parish Hall 

Nine Members of the Public 

Chris Poulton and Luke Murray from Solar Associates  

 

101/17 Apologies – to accept apologies and reasons for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Green. 

 

102/17 Presentation from Solar Associates regarding Planning Applications Nos 17/00725/F & 17/00712/F 

Luke Murray explained the reasoning for the Battery Storage Installation is to help in the reduction of pollution, the batteries will 

form part of the ‘smart grid’ and this installation can release enough energy for 50,000 homes in under 1 second.  It was noted that the 

Solar Farm is over a huge scale and has a lower output of energy, whilst this installation takes up less than 2½ acres of space. Luke 

Murray advised the council that the points of objection have been looked at and addressed.  There is to be a bund around the 

installation to raise the height of the landscaping, mature trees will be used and the watering and early years care of the planting will 

be managed onsite by Mr R Bateman.  The road way will be crushed stone and the splay and layby will be removed post construction.  

Solar Associates asked the Parish Council to reconsider their objections in the light of the residents withdrawing their objections and 

each point of the Parish’s objections have been addressed.  

 

103/17 Public Participation – to allow public participation 

1. Questions re Battery Installation: 

 Will there be traffic movements at each battery replacement period (10-15 years)?  There will be a traffic management 

programme in place to minimise impact of future movements and notice would be given. 

 What services will be delivered?  The supply of energy to the Battery Installation will be won at an auction by National Grid, the 

batteries will help to maintain a grid service of 50 MHz, in particular the teatime demand peak during the winter months. 

 Is the principle similar to Hydro Electric?  The batteries are charged when electricity is at its lowest demand and price and then 

distributed when there is the demand. 

 What about fire risk? Predictive analytical monitoring for each cell which will tell if any cells may fail and as the installation is 

modular in nature this keeps it safer.  Each container is fitted with fire detection and can put fire out. 

 How will the community benefit?  A relevant project would be supported, in other areas projects such as LED lighting, 

biodiversity projects etc. have been supported.  It will also provide clean electricity to the nation. 

 Will 8 week construction and installation period be adhered to?  This issue can be covered by a planning condition. 

 Would there be a traffic curfew? This can be stipulated in planning conditions but it there will be avoidance of traffic at peak 

times and weekends. 

2. Parish Hall 

 It has been mentioned that the Parish Council is not keen to support the parish hall project?  Councillors advised Mr Street that 

the purpose of the subcommittee meeting regarding the community contribution was to consider all the suggestions from the 

residents and make an initial plan to spend some of the fund.  Mr Street has already submitted a letter asking for support which 

the council has acknowledged and will keep in mind and the Council has previously asked for a plan and costings of the 

proposals for the Parish Hall before any consideration can be given.   

3. Planning 

 Mrs Henderson had requested information about the hedgerow alongside the proposed development at Church Road. Cllr Blunt 

advised that the outline plan has been approved but the detailed plan is yet to be brought before the Borough Council and this is 

when information regarding the hedgerow can be considered.  It may or may not have to go to a Planning Committee. 

4. Allotments 

 What is happening about the allotments?  Cllr Newman explained the delays and there are clauses in the leases that need 

clarification.  The allotments had an incumbent tenant for some time and there have been issues regarding the lease.  The matter 

is an agenda item.  The Allotment Committee requested permission for their solicitor to look at the lease (at their own cost).  This 

was agreed.    

   

104/17 Minutes – to approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 11
th

 May 2017 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 11
th

 May 2017, having been previously circulated were accepted as a 

true record of the meeting.  Unanimously agreed.  

 

 



Draf
t

 

 

 

105/17 Matters Arising – to record matters arising from the last meeting 

War Memorial – Cllr Eveleigh advised that he is still waiting for 2 responses.  

 

106/17 To receive Councillors reports of villagers’ concerns, highway issues and street lighting faults 

1. Cllr Lawty advised that high hedges that grow over the road above car height cause HGVs to drive in the middle of the road. 

2. Pothole o/s Bangla is still in need of repair. 

3. Potholes opp junction of Springfield Rd with Wisbech Rd. 

4. Potholes o/s The Paddocks, Wisbech Rd. 

5. Poor drainage o/s The Acorns and Washdyke House, Chalk Rd. 

 

107/17 To receive a reports from: 

1. County Councillor’s report – Cllr Squire advised she had spent some time with NCC highways department and asked to be 

notified of issues and advised the use of photos when reporting faults. 

2. Borough Councillor’s report – advised on the proposals to the boundaries and encouraged councillors to attend the briefing.  

3. Councillor Surgery report – this was cancelled due to half term.  There has been very little uptake so far, needs to be monitored 

and councillors can be contacted by phone or email. 

4. The Community Centre report – meeting is next Tuesday. 

5. Village Crier, Social Media & Website Editors reports – Village Crier has a full complement of deliverers.  Website and Social 

Media ok. 

 

108/17 Planning 

A. Applications for Consultation with Parish 

I. 17/00725/F - Proposed development of a battery storage installation and associated development to allow for the storage, 

importation and exportation of energy to the National Grid at Land at Model Farm, Frenchs Road, WSA.  

The Parish Council withdraws the objections to this application but would like the following conditions applied if any 

planning permission is granted:  All construction and installation works to be completed within the advised 8 week 
period.  A comprehensive traffic management program to be approved by the relevant authority and adhered to by 
the contractor, including defined routes, a curfew for early mornings and evenings, and define actual daily start and 
end times of traffic movements.  Re-instatement of the existing gateway to original appearance after construction and 
installation.  Removal of the layby on the access track after construction and installation, and ensure that the access 
track is constructed of material sympathetic to the rural surround.  The use of mature trees in the landscaping scheme 
and provision of early years care and watering for the planting scheme to ensure establishment. 
Eight Votes for, one abstention.  Agreed. 

II. 17/00712/F - Proposed development of a below ground connection to the local distribution network and associated 

infrastructure at Crown Farm and Model Farm  at  Walpole Sub Station, Walpole Bank, Walpole St Andrew.    

The Parish Council withdraws the objections to this application but would like the following conditions applied if any 

planning permission is granted:  All construction and installation works to be completed within the advised 8 week 
period.  A comprehensive traffic management program to be approved by the relevant authority and adhered to by 
the contractor, including defined routes, a curfew for early mornings and evenings, and define actual daily start and 
end times of traffic movements.  Re-instatement of the existing gateway to original appearance after construction and 
installation.  Removal of the layby on the access track after construction and installation, and ensure that the access 
track is constructed of material sympathetic to the rural surround.  The use of mature trees in the landscaping scheme 
and provision of early years care and watering for the planting scheme to ensure establishment. 
Eight Votes for, one abstention.  Agreed. 

III. 17/00921/F – Variation of Condition 1 of PP 13/00147/F: Siting of mobile home for site manager in support of 12 stable 

block livery business at Hill Farm, West Drove North, WSP. Object, parish council requires more information. Eight Votes 
against, one abstention.  Agreed. 

IV. 17/00753/F (amended) Demolition of utility room and creation of attached annex and first floor extension at 6 Chalk Rd, 

WSP.  Refuse proposal is too large for the existing property, and should be reduced in depth and width. The amount of 

glazed area to brickwork does not match existing property, it is suggested that there are improvements to the window 

arrangements. The layout, density of building design and visual appearance is not in keeping with the surrounding properties. 
Eight Votes against, one abstention.  Agreed. 

V. 17/00959/LDP - Mayland, Mill Road, WSP.  Support subject to the proposal meeting the requirements of Policy DM7. Eight 
Votes for, one abstention.  Agreed. 

VI. 17/00956/F – Proposed garden room at rear of property at The Hawthorns, Walnut Rd, WSP. Support providing similar 

materials to existing are used for the construction. Eight Votes for, one abstention.  Agreed. 
VII. 17/01054/LDE – Retention of existing site area for residential garden use at Green Acres, Bustards Lane, WSP.  Support 

providing that the land is used only for garden and there is no future development permitted.  Eight Votes for, one 
abstention.  Agreed. 

VIII. 17/00979/RM – Plot 7 at land adjacent to Hawthorne Lodge, Police Rd, WSA.  Refuse insufficient information regarding 

construction materials for the proposed development. Eight Votes against, one abstention.  Agreed. 
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B. Borough Council Planning Authority Decisions 

I. 17/00488/LDE- 12 Frenchs Road, WSP.  Lawful Development Certificate: Use of garage/store as living accommodation. 

Not Lawful, 9
th

 May 2017, Delegated Decision. 

 

109/17 Finance 

I. To receive the Internal Audit Report 

i. The internal audit as completed by Mrs G Barnes was accepted.  Unanimously agreed.   

ii. It was also agreed to use one of the bank accounts solely for the Community Contribution to keep it separate from the regular 

parish council funds. Unanimously agreed.   

II. to approve payments 

            Ex VAT       VAT        Inc VAT   

i. WPFRT Hall Hire 21.60  21.60 

ii. K&M Lighting Services Streetlight Maintenance 53.73 10.75 64.48 

iii. CGM Ltd Grass cutting to 28/4/17 342.60 68.52 411.12 

iv. CGM Ltd Grass cutting to 31/5/17 316.60 63.32 379.92 

v. Mrs GG Barnes Internal Audit  55.00  55.00 

vi. Minuteman Press Village Crier Printing 325.00  325.00 

vii. HMRC PAYE 22.00  22.00 

viii. Mrs E Bateman  Salary and Clerical Expenses 265.56  265.56 

ix. E.ON Energy charge 127.61 6.38 133.99 

x. FLP Ltd Play Park Equipment(junior) 11,579.14 2,315.83 13,894.97 

Cllr Whitaker advised the council of the situation with FLP Ltd and it was agreed to accept the credit against the bark order 

and this will be paid in July.  It was agreed to release the junior play equipment payment this month.  All other payments 

were also agreed unanimously.   

III. to record receipts 

i. Village Crier Adverts                                           189.00                             189.00 

ii. Village Crier Adverts                                             65.00                 65.00 

 

IV. To view the books of Account 

Cllr Whitaker looked at the Books. 

 

110/17 Correspondence – to receive items for information 

Mr P Cousins Freedom of Information Request re complaint about Walpole Water Gardens 

Mrs R Bliss Concerns regarding allotments at Townsend Estate - to arrange a meeting date 

Norfolk PNN Fast Text re persons/vehicles of interest   

Dalcour Maclaren Deed of Variation re Deed of Grants for cable easement Dong Energy.  Councillors agreed to 

instruct Frasers. 

 

111/17 To receive a report from the Community Contribution Sub Committee and consider Village Projects 

Cllr Bliss advised the meeting of the Community Contribution Sub Committee meeting and it was agreed to discuss traffic calming as 

a separate heading. Councillors prioritised the suggestions and will consider some each month.  July – seating and dog/litter bins.  Cllr 

Whitaker raised concerns about the parish hall and the need for information on what is planned.  Mr Street has agreed to provide this 

for the July meeting. 

 

112/17 To discuss any updates regarding the Townsend Estate Allotments and access roads and consider the lease from KLWNBC 

1. Cllr Newman asked for clarification between the term ‘garden plots’ and ‘allotments’.  Cllr Newman suggested that the council  

accepts the East Lease only and leaves the West Lease.  

2. Cllr Whitaker proposed that the Parish Council is happy to sign the lease after a solicitor has been instructed to check it but the 

Parish Council has agreed to stall on the request of the allotment committee to look into the terminology.  Agreed.  

3. Cllr Richard Blunt will speak with Michael Walsh about the reinstatement of the roadway and the West Lease.  Unanimously 

agreed. 

    

113/17 Play Park – to receive any updates. 

The completion form has been received.  Cllr Whitaker would prefer to delay signing until the zip wire has been tightened.  

 

114/17 To receive items for the next agenda   

Official opening of the play park, Parish Councillor Vacancy (Aug), Parish table at Community Centre Open Day. 

  

Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday13
th

 July 2017 at 7.00pm in the Community Centre, Summer Close, Walpole St Andrew, 

PE14 7JW.   

 

Meeting closed at 9.40pm. 

 




