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A message from Peter Aiers
The CCT holds a unique and growing collection of historic churches throughout England. 
The 356 churches we have saved are the best examples of architecture, beauty, 
craftsmanship and are world class. We keep these buildings open to the public and we do 
not charge entry. These buildings belong to everyone and everyone should have access.

Our efforts are focussed on supporting local communities to use and love their historic 
places of worship as well as the ongoing maintenance of the buildings. The CCT would not 
be able to operate without our large and supportive groups of volunteers who undertake a 
vast array of roles, and are the people who bring these buildings to the heart of their 
community.

Our churches tell the story of the place where they are, the hopes and fears 
of generations are embedded in the stones and mortar. They are vital places 
for communities and visitors to meet, experience their beauty and to reflect. 
Our churches are open to all regardless of faith and our role is to ensure that 
subsequent generations can value and experience these outstanding places.

Peter Aiers, Chief Executive



A message from Peter Aiers: 
continued
The CCT is an expert in conservation and award winning when it comes to regenerating 
historic churches for new and extended uses, with an international reputation for innovation.

The impact of Covid-19 is that we are unable to open our buildings at the very 
time of year when most of our activity takes place. We face £500k loss of income 
due to be the lockdown and although we are able to manage a pared down basic 
care of our buildings we need your support to recover and ensure that we can 
continue to protect these ancient and profound buildings in the long term for 
everyone. There is a long term need for our care of historic churches and this will 
be more acute due to the pandemic, please help us ensure that we can recover 
and continue to support communities.



Might you be able to help?
In these challenging times, we’re exploring new and creative ways of raising the funds we so desperately need to 
protect the special historic churches in our communities. 

We can’t do this alone and would greatly welcome any help that you and the community around your church can 
offer. Any contribution, no matter how great or small, would be very gratefully received as every penny counts and 
makes a real difference. 

Many supporters have already come up with ideas, from facebook fundraisers and ebay sales to sponsored bike 
rides. In the following slides you’ll find details of some possible ways of having fun while raising funds. If you’d like to 
get involved or have other thoughts about how you could help fundraise, we’d love to hear from you so please do 
get in touch. 

Unrestricted donations are vital to help support the core running costs of the charity and protect the churches in 
greatest need but if you would prefer to fundraise for your church, contributions towards the cost of the next 
autumn maintenance visit at your church would be a huge help. Contact Kate Roma for details of how much 
this costs at your church.



Donate as you shop
If you know of any corner shops or farm 
shops near your church that are still 
accepting cash and might be willing to have 
a collection unit on their counter, please let 
KATE ROMA know.

Simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk from the web browser on 
your computer or mobile device. You can use the same 
account on amazon.co.uk and AmazonSmile and your 
shopping cart, Wish List and other account settings will also 
be the same. 

On your first visit to smile.amazon.co.uk you would need to 
select Churches Conservation Trust as the charity you 
wish to support before you begin shopping. Amazon will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase 
you make at smile.amazon.co.uk will result in a donation to 
the CCT, at no extra cost to yourselves.

If you are ordering online from 
Amazon, you can support the CCT 
by shopping at AmazonSmile. 

We can also provide posters 
with a text donate code if 
you know of anywhere these 
could be displayed, 
including notice boards in 
the churchyard.

https://smile.amazon.co.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk


Host a virtual gathering
Whether catching up over a morning coffee, 
enjoying afternoon tea in good company, hosting a 
pub quiz or dressing up for an evening dinner or 
drinks party, bring friends and neighbours together 
to have fun from the safety of their own homes, 
while raising money to safeguard their historic 
church.

Invite participants to donate via text or online or 
help spread awareness of the CCT’s new raffle 
(more details in a later slide).



Live Streams:
music and talks

If you’re feeling creative, why not host a live stream 
performance? We’re currently planning an online gig - if you’d be 
interested in getting involved, or know someone who is please let 
Kate Roma know.

If you know of someone who can bring the story of your church’s 
past to life, you could organise a short online talk for your 
community, or approach someone to give an online lecture for 
your Friends Group.

The CCT has been hosting a series of weekly lectures on a range of subjects and you can find 
the links to some recent talks on the next slide. See our website for details of forthcoming 
lectures.

https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/what-we-do/things-to-do-at-home/online-talks-and-lectures.html


CCT Webinars
The History of the CCT 
Peter Aiers, Chief Executive

Praying for the Dead in the Church of England: a condensed history 
George Reynolds, Digital Media Officer

The Saving of Parracombe Church by John Ruskin 
Meriel O’Dowd, Conservation Projects Manager, West

The Bats in Churches Project
Rachel Arnold, Bats in Churches Heritage Advisor

https://youtu.be/lw32xmuLMNk
https://youtu.be/qsfRlS_txTc
https://youtu.be/bMKTi6Mzjis
https://youtu.be/gmHFfhhAWG4


Seeds of success
The Friends of St Peter’s, Preston Park, have raised £500 by selling 
tomato plants from their front garden. The seeds had been sown in 
readiness for their annual spring sale in May. When fate intervened and 
this event was cancelled, they sold the seedlings from their front garden 
to passing walkers, raising money for the CCT while helping their 
neighbours fill their vegetable beds during lockdown. Could any events 
that you’d planned for this year be adapted?

Would a social distancing plant sale or seed swap work in your community? 

Or maybe you have a bumper crop of plums or apples from the garden and might 
consider a bowl of fruit and an honesty box on your driveway to raise a few pounds?

To avoid handling cash, we can provide text numbers which people can use to donate, 
along with other online methods (more information later in the bulletin).



Plan for when lockdown lifts
If you’ve been spending time indoors sorting through cupboards and tackling clutter 
in the attic, a community jumble trail might help you find new homes for items 
you no long need. 

Instead of gathering in a field or hall, keep a safe distance and set up a table in your 
front garden. Ask people to register in advance for a stall and plot the houses taking 
part in your neighbourhood on a simple map. 

You could charge a small fee for each stall, ask for a percentage of takings or sell 
copies of the map to shoppers for a pound or two, giving them a sticker to show 
they’ve registered.

Use the time during lockdown to start planning and get ready for when restrictions 
ease, while staying local and safe. If government advice at the time allows you could 
even sell refreshments in the church.



CCT’s Text Raffle 2020 
Ist Prize
A private tour of a CCT church of your choosing for you and your guest, led by 
one of our Conservation Projects Managers, followed by lunch. To be arranged 
after lockdown.

2nd and 3rd Prize
A signed copy of ‘Beautiful Churches’ by Matthew Byrne.

Send CCTJUNE to 70331 to enter the Prize Draw Raffle.

Entries cost £3, charged to your phone bill. The closing date is Tuesday 30th June and winners will be 
announced by 3rd July. For further details and the T&Cs, please click here. Every participant will help 
the CCT to continue its work saving historic churches for generations to come - please help spread the 
word to your friends, family and neighbours!

https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/what-we-do/news/a-chance-to-win-an-exclusive-experience-.html


Making it easy to donate
If you are planning a fundraising activity, these two slides detail the different channels that 
people can use to donate to the CCT in the current circumstances. Please get in touch to 
discuss Gift Aid or if you have any questions.

1. Donations can be made with a credit or debit card through the CCT website 
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/donate.html 

2. Donations can also be made by text, which you may find useful for poster or notices. 
We can provide an individual church specific code to help identify text donations 
arising from the activities you organise - get in touch for more details.

To donate £3, text CCT to 70331
To donate £5, text CCT to 70970
To donate £10, text CCT to 70191

https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/donate.html


Making it easy to donate
3. Donations can be made over the phone with a credit or debit card by calling 

Emily Ding, Fundraising Officer on 0800 206 1463.

4. Friends Groups or individuals can launch a fundraising appeal on Just Giving. By 
searching ‘The Churches Conservation Trust’ you can opt to fundraise for us. Money 
raised (including Gift Aid) is automatically sent to our bank account every month.

5. Donations can be made through a Facebook Fundraiser by selecting to 
fundraise for a charity, searching ‘The Churches Conservation Trust’ and inputting 
how much you would like to raise. Friends can donate in a few clicks with a 
credit/debit card and can share with other contacts.

6. Please get in touch if you would like to make a payment by BACS.



Stay in touch

Find out about CCT membership here, including gift 
options. Members receive the following:

● An introduction Welcome Pack
● Our magazine, Pinnacle, 3 times a year
● A copy of our Annual Review
● Invitations to members’ events
● Tailored communications, including regular e-newsletters

Membership starts at £42 but volunteers enjoy a discounted 
rate of £15 for single membership or £22 for joint - get in 
touch for more details.   

Sign up to our new newsletter to hear about the latest news at the CCT. While the bulletin 
you’re currently reading is exclusive to Norfolk and Bungay (Suffolk), this new newsletter has 
a national focus and includes news from across the country.

https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/get-involved/join-today/become-a-member.html
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/contact-us/sign-up-to-our-new-digital-newsletter.html


Share your stories!

We’d also love to hear your ideas about how we 
could improve this bulletin so if you have any 
thoughts about what you’d like to see in future, do 
let me know.

With thanks and very best wishes,
Kate 
kroma@thecct.org.uk  07721866425

This bulletin is sent to volunteers, Friends 
Groups, community supporters and incumbents 
involved with the CCT churches of Norfolk and 
Bungay (Suffolk).
If there are any stories about your church 
that you’d like to share, please do send them 
in! 

If you would prefer to not receive this bulletin in future, please email kroma@thecct.org.uk with ‘Unsubscribe’ in the title

mailto:kroma@thecct.org.uk
mailto:kroma@thecct.org.uk

