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EDITORS:  Jane Eveleigh and Debbie Poli 

TEL: 01945 781208/01945 781220 

Please email any contributions to: WalpoleVillageCrier @hotmail.com 

or send them to: Beech Lodge, Wisbech Road, Walpole St Andrew PE14 7LN. 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 2021 FOR SIX ISSUES (1 YEAR) 

FULL PAGE             £113   

HALF PAGE              £68 

QUARTER PAGE      £38 

THIRD PAGE            £45 

EIGHTH PAGE         £23 

 

MINIMUM 850 COPIES PRINTED 

Next Issue deadline date: Sunday 11th July 2021 for August Edition. 

Are you newly moved to our Parish? 

Would you like to join one/two or more of our many clubs and com-

mittees? 

New members and new ideas are always being sought after – check 

out our Notice Board for clubs and contacts.  

If you would like to enhance the Parish Hall Committee contact Gill 

Henderson on 01945 780783, for Community Centre Committee con-

tact Chloe Matthews on 07794 465340 and for Anthony Curton 

Friends Association contact Charlene Campion on 07900 564374. 

Speedwatch volunteers required contact-

jane.eveleigh@hotmail.co.uk 
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Please note that if you have run out of oil or newly moved to the area, 
please let me know.  If you cannot get hold of me, ring Clare or Char-
lotte at Chandlers, numbers below.  They will always accommodate you. 

Delivery dates week commencing:  21st June, 19th July, 16th August, 
20th September, 18th October, 15th November. Don't forget there are 
no scheduled deliveries over Christmas but if you are running out of oil, 
please phone one of us, taking into account that whilst the pandemic is 
on, most of the staff are working from home on their mobile phones and 

If you have any queries at any time please do not hesitate to contact 
me: Mrs Jo Bartlett 01945 780417 or Clare (or Charlotte) at Chandlers, 
01476 576200 and press 1 for domestic!  Keep safe and well! 

WALPOLE OIL CONSORTIUM 
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PC  MEETING THURSDAY 8th APRIL 

The Parish Council met via zoom again and Andy Bliss vice-chairman took the chair 
even though Richard Green was present. The meeting began early with a presenta-
tion by Peter Elms and Simon Chamberlain of EMSO Energy about the proposed 
solar farm at Gunthorpe Road Walpole Marsh.  Their plan shows the area to be cov-
ered by the panels, which amounts to 106 acres. This is in addition to the Walpole 
Bank solar farm that already has permission to go ahead and the 120 acres or so at 
Rose and Crown Farm. It spans land in South Holland District of Lincolnshire and 
just into West Norfolk District. They spoke of it being on a 35 year lease and then 
reverting back to agricultural use. Their biodiversity plan is to make it acceptable to 
all birds and enhance wildlife corridors, and the grass can be used to graze sheep. 

Someone asked if the locals would get cheap electricity from this but of course it is 
fed into the National Grid at Walpole Marsh and therefore will provide electricity 
Nationwide on demand. The surveyor is currently taking soil samples and they are 
calculating a route for the lorries to cause as little disruption as possible.  The foot-
path along from Gunthorpe to the River will be maintained at all times. 

The Parish Council meeting followed at 7.30pm — Matters arising from the minutes 
included the defibrillator and Cllr Lawty said the work to connect it should be fin-
ished the day after the meeting, delays were caused by Covid-19 precautions. There 
is no response from the Internal Drainage Board on the recent flooding so Cllr Kirk 
has no update. 

The CiL funding application for the play park will be submitted as councillors 
agreed the work had to be done for the safety of all users, this will cost about £7,000 
but the funding should supply half of that. A local builder will be asked to repair the 
waste bins and fit a collar to stop bits slipping down the sides which the bin men will 
not clear up when they empty the bins. He will also be asked to look at the Notice 
Boards to tidy them up and make them more presentable.  Cllr Eveleigh reported that 
the East wall of the Redundant Church of Walpole St Andrew needs repair but the 
council are not sure if they are responsible for the wall or just for the grass cutting. 
The clerk is to enquire of the Churches Conservation Trust who are responsible for 
the fabric of the Church. The Public Liability for the Swingfield also needs to be 
checked. 

A reminder is to be put on the Councils Facebook page asking people to respect the 
villages and not drop litter as well as pick up after their dogs as there is still a phe-
nomenal amount of dog fouling around the villages. 

Borough Councillor Blunt reported they were having trouble getting through the 
mountain of plans that have been submitted and which they have had difficulty pro-
cessing due to the staff shortages.  He said they are receiving 300 a month where 
normally there would be 200. Cllrs thought the demand might be influenced by peo-
ple working from home and wanting larger properties so they can use a bedroom as 
an office.  Cllr Blunt said this was also putting a strain on Broadband supplies and 

Walpole Parish Council news ….. 
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Cllr Lawty reported vandalism at the Community Centre where motorists are doing 
’donuts’ and causing ruts in the gravel down to the base layers. He said the Police 
won’t do anything as they don’t consider it a crime even though registration num-
bers have been provided and there are photos of 3 boys. It may be that the only so-
lution is to gate the car park which will disadvantage all other users of the Commu-
nity Centre Car Park. It looks as if the Walpole Parish Foundation and Recreation 
Trust will have to foot the bill again.  The quotes for the new CCTV system are 
coming in for the Council to consider as they had agreed to pay for this from the 
Solar fund. They are having difficulty getting people to return calls and even more 
to get any maintenance work done on alarm systems so getting quotes for new work 
is proving to be a chore. 

County Councillor Sandra Squire said she had little to report but was pleased to see 
that Covid numbers in the County were continuing to drop. (This was her last Wal-
poles Parish Council meeting of her term of Office as she was not re-elected).  Cllr 
Brooks thanked her for the 3 trees she had donated to the Parish and said they had 
been planted and would be cared for. Cllr Lawty thanked her for all her efforts for 
the Parishes and said we had seen more of her in the past few years than of any of 
her predecessors. He wished her well in her campaign. 

The clerk reported there is a vacant seat on the Parish Council which has been ad-
vertised, there is also a vacancy for a Parish Council representative on the Commu-
nity Centre committee, this can probably be filled at the next meeting since it is the 
AGM. 

The clerk also reported there can be no more virtual meetings after 6th May but 
there is a problem with booking the Community Centre for the regular 2nd Thurs-
day of the month for the meetings. Discussions ensued on alternative dates but 
there seemed to be a difficulties for different councillors and mainly the clerk who 
has a couple more Parishes that she is clerk to so it proves impossible to change the 
day of the meetings. They may end up using the Church as the Parish Hall would 
prove difficult with Social Distancing and the Community Centre has acoustic 
problems. The Community Centre bookings must be made a year in advance and 
the usual slot has been booked by someone else. So enquiries continue for a venue 
and sound systems so that everyone can hear the proceedings. 

The Parish Partnership scheme for Parish ‘Gates’ at the entrance to the villages has 
been accepted and the 50% contribution will be £2,388:52 and this must be com-
pleted within 12 months. 

As it was the end of year the clerk had lots of boring figures to relate and said she 
will be attending a short course to make sure she is completing all forms correctly. 

The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Assembly for the whole of the Wal-

poles Parish at 7pm on Thursday May 6th with the Parish Council AGM meeting to 

follow at 7.30pm. Venue to be announced. 
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 PC  MEETING THURSDAY 6th MAY 

The Walpoles Parish Council once again met on line, possibly for the last time as 
all council meetings must now be physical meetings following government 
guidelines. This Parish Council will reluctantly return to the Community Centre. 
The acoustics are very bad and the council has agreed a grant to purchase micro-
phones to ease the problem. They also agreed that refreshments would be provid-
ed in disposable cups and biscuits will be individually wrapped. 

The meeting began at 7pm and was supposed to be the Annual parish Assembly 
but there were no members of the public logged in to the meeting. Councillors 
spent the time discussing local issues such litter picking and dog fouling. 

The following Parish Council meeting was the AGM and Chairman and Vice-
chairman were both re-elected. Richard Green as Chairman and Andy Bliss as 
vice-chairman. 

The clerk gave an account of the financial situation and the end of year audit, 
everything as it should be but the council has spent £5,000 more than they had 
forecast for the year. The electricity was more because of repair costs to dam-
aged lamp posts. The clerk has had a training course and has completed 4 of the 
6 modules, she was congratulated by Cllr Lawty. Also the Crier newsletter had 
cost more to print due to a full colour issue, and some advertisers had not paid up 
to date, but that is all in hand. 

The councils risk assessments must be reviewed and updated. 

The Willow trees on Chalk Road are still being a major concern and no-one can 
be found to take responsibility for them. The clerk is to obtain quotes for the safe 
cutting of these trees as they are huge and hanging over the roadside. The arbori-
culture Officer Richard Fisher is to be asked to take a look and judge whether 
they need to be removed completely or can be pruned back for safety. 

Flooding issues in the Parish, Borough Councillor Julian Kirk had been to view 
these issues at the time and at least 2 properties had inches of water indoors. 
These could both be attributed to the filling in of a boundary ditch when houses 
were built on the Hill Farm site. Water has now nowhere to go and just takes the 
line of least resistance and that is into properties instead of being drained away 
by the ditches. 

Cllr Kirk said the enforcement department were looking at re-routing the ditch 
and making it compulsory for all private landowners to keep the boundary ditch-
es clear and free flowing.  
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Unfortunately these problems will get worse as more and more houses are built 
with more hard standing for vehicles, more patio slabs and more membrane under 
gravel that water cannot penetrate and so will stay on the surface to drain into 
properties and along the roads.  He also pointed out that any issues with flooding 
of property should be directed immediately to the Internal Drainage Board and 
not the County Council. He will be attending a Board meeting with the Internal 
Drainage Board and hopefully they will discuss and resolve these issues. 

Walpole St Andrews Church wall is confirmed as the responsibility of the Parish 
Council since it is a redundant Church. The Churches conservation Trust have 
provided a list of recommended builders and the clerk will be obtaining quotes 
for the rebuilding work. 

The council have no idea what is going on with the road works at the junction of 

Chalk Road with Wisbech Road and were not aware that a team were out that day 

patching some pot holes in the Parish. 

Borough Councillor Richard Blunt had little to report but said they had their first 
physical cabinet meeting next week. The planning meetings will also commence 
and the public will be able to attend in a separate room from next month (June). 
There will be 3 virtual sessions about the new local plan and anyone wanting to 
attend should obtain an ID and password. 

The Play Park must undergo its annual inspection even though there are still out-
standing repairs and issues from the previous inspection. The clerk said the appli-
cation for 50/50 funding had been submitted but there were so many applications 
this may take a few weeks before it is even looked at. 

The community Centre is still not fully open although some leisure groups had re-
started. They are still pursuing CCTV and are filling in a grant application for 
money from the Parish Council to help with this. There are still issues with dog 
fouling and cars being used to damage the car park surface. 

Questions have been asked about the outside toilet facility at the Community 
Centre, Cllr Lawty explained that the toilet was only available to people hiring 
the hall, it may have been open at times when the shop was open but since that 
closed there is no-one hiring the hall to make the facility available to the public. 
Unfortunately there are no public toilets in the villages at all. A suggestion that a 
porta-loo could be placed near the play park was dismissed as it would be a mag-
net for vandals and groups of teenagers. 

Reporter Irene Hunter  - Edited by Jane 
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The next Crier newsletter will be going to print soon and Cllr Eveleigh said 
there were still a lot of the previous issue that have not been delivered and 
asked that if anyone knows of someone who has not received a copy to please 
contact him as his wife is now the co-editor. 

The council have received quotes for the repair or replacement of the Notice 
Boards around the villages but they are querying whether he has looked at all 
of the Notice Boards and quoted for the wrong ones. 

Finances and payments were all approved and the clerk said they now have 
£66,000 in the bank. 

The next meeting will be Thursday June 10th at 7pm in the Community Cen-
tre complying with Social distance rules and hopefully with microphones in 
use.  The clerk asked councillors to attend earlier as there are 2 candidates to 
be interviewed for the vacant posts. 
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ARE YOU FED UP WITH DOING THE SAME OLD WALKS? 

 

Walking in Norfolk www.walkinginengland.co.uk/norfolk is the website for 

you! 

 

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of 

walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the county and much 

more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group all the in-

formation is there in one place. 

 

John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is diffi-

cult to find. Walking in Norfolk (part of the Walking in England suite of 

websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each county in Eng-

land) has brought it together in one place so whether you are walking 

from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for 

you’. 

 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suita-

bility for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 

 

So home or away, check out the website and get walking! 

 

John Harris 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/norfolk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Message from your  

Borough Councillors   

 I am writing this newsletter on Saturday 
15th May, on Monday the next phase of 
the easing of the Covid lockdown comes 
into force. With the easing of restriction 
please stay safe. 

Firstly I would like to congratulate Julian on becoming the County Council-
lor for Marshland North Division. Julian replaces Sandra Squires who for 
past few years has done an excellent job as our County Councillor. He will 
continue as a Borough Councillor with me representing The Walpoles, West 
Walton and Walsoken. 

I would also like to congratulate Chris Dawson who was elected as County 
Councillor for Marshland South Division replacing the retiring Councillor 
Harry Humphrey. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate Giles Orpen-Smellie, who was elected 
as Police and Crime Commissioner for Norfolk. You can contact the office 
of the Norfolk PCC on 01953 424455. 

A letter signed by members of the West Norfolk Partnership Strategy Group 
has been sent to the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Matt Han-
cock. 

The letter, urging him to fund a new hospital for King's Lynn & West Nor-
folk, cites the unacceptable safety risks inherent in the current building, 
which is being held up by around 200 props in over 40 areas of the hospital. 
It also cites the impact that emergency repair work has had on the effective 
running of the hospital, with the recent closure of the intensive care unit re-
sulting in cancelled operations and delays for elective and day procedures. 

Lorraine Gore, Chief Executive of the Borough Council of King's Lynn & 
West Norfolk and one of the signatories on the letter, said: "We want to un-
derstand why the people of west Norfolk are being left behind. They deserve 
the improved clinical outcomes that can be delivered in 21st-century facili-
ties. King's Lynn was not on the original list of 40 hospitals included in the 
2020 spending review. We implore the Government to make sure that King's 
Lynn is on the list for funding that is likely to be announced this autumn. 

Hunstanton's main beach has been awarded a Seaside Award for 2021 by 
environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy. 
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Hunstanton is one of 132 beaches to gain this standard this year. Keep 
Britain Tidy's Seaside Award recognises and rewards beaches in England 
that achieve the highest standards of beach management. Judges consider 
aspects such as the quality of facilities, information, and presence of beach 
patrol as well as environmental management. 

It is important that we know your concerns, thoughts and ideas re how we 
can help our Ward to continue to be a special place to live. 

We appreciate all the local support and if you think we can help do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Remember Stay safe and protect ourselves, protect others and protect West 
Norfolk. 

Cllr Richard Blunt 

Email: cllr.richard.blunt@west-
norfolk.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01945 780454 

Mobile: 07860967514 

Cllr Julian Kirk 

Email: cllr.julian.kirk@west-
norfolk.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01945 430109 

Mobile: 07816909870 



14 



15 



16 

ROBERT FOOT LEUKAEMIA FUND 

100 CLUB RESULTS SO FAR THIS YEAR 

 

FEBRUARY  

1st 81 Marion Ribnell 

2nd  64  Gwen Ray 

3rd 78 Otto Esse  

 

MARCH 

1st 84 Carolyn Hayes 

2nd 99 Trevor Crane 

3rd 4 Catherine Saunders 

 

APRIL 

1st 77 Heather Anstey 

2nd 30 Derinda Claxton 

3rd 22 John Merrey 

 

MAY 

1st 63 William Brooks 

2nd 30 Derinda Claxton 

3rd 16 Susan Bird 

 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you at the  

OPEN GARDEN EVENT ON 26TH AND 27TH JUNE 
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MICROCHIPPING 

Fully qualified lady 

Home visits or on my premises 

£10 per animal 

All Enquiries, call 

01945 780262 



18 

Recipe 

      Microwave mug cake 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ingredients  

 
4 tbsp self-raising flour 
4 tbsp caster sugar 
2 tbsp cocoa powder 
1 medium egg 
3 tbsp milk 
3 tbsp vegetable oil or sunflower oil 
a few drops of vanilla essence or other essence 

(orange or peppermint work well) 
2 tbsp chocolate chips, nuts, or raisins etc (optional) 
 

Method 
 
STEP 1 

Add 4 tbsp self-raising flour, 4 tbsp caster sugar and 2 
tbsp cocoa powder to the largest mug you have (to 
stop it overflowing in the microwave) and mix. 

STEP 2 
Add 1 medium egg and mix in as much as you can, 
but don't worry if there's still dry mix left. 

STEP 3 
Add the 3 tbsp milk, 3 tbsp vegetable or sunflower oil 
and a few drops of vanilla essence and mix until 
smooth, before adding 2 tbsp chocolate chips, nuts, 
or raisins, if using, and mix again. 

STEP 4 
Centre your mug in the middle of the microwave oven 
and cook on High for 1½ -2 mins, or until it has 
stopped rising and is firm to the touch. 

    

And Enjoy …... 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/flour-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sugar-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/egg-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/milk-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/vanilla-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/chocolate-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/review/best-microwaves-test


19 



20 

Speedwatch  

 

Norfolk Police are committed to achieving casualty reduction tar-
gets and reducing the number of people killed and seriously in-
jured on our roads. The Police aim to provide the right level of 
reassurance and enforcement checks in every community that 
wants them on a regular basis.  However, Officers cannot carry 
out speed enforcement checks in every community that would 
like to request one. 

The Community Speed watch programme empowers communi-
ties to play an active role alongside the Safety Camera Partner-
ship in tackling the problems of speeding in their neighbourhood. 

As part of the Community Speed watch programme, trained vol-
unteers verify and record the registration number of vehicles seen 
to breaking the speed limit. 

These details are forwarded to the Safety Camera Partnership 

within 48 hours. A “warning letter” is then sent to the registered 

owner of the vehicle, requesting them to keep their speed 

down.  If the vehicle is seen and recorded again a second and fi-

nal letter will be sent. Persistent offenders may be targeted fur-

ther. 
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Coffee break time 

Try this Easy Sudoku 
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NOTICE BOARD 

Walpole Wallabies Early Bird & After 
School Club 

Early Birds: 7.45am  -  8.45am £3.50 
Mrs Murray  

After School 3.15pm  -  5.45pm £8 
Mrs Gant 

01945 780121 

WALPOLE BADMINTON CLUB 
Walpole Community Centre 

Adults session Wednesdays evening       
   7-8.30pm.  

 
For more information please contact 
Pete or Janet Luck on 01945 780384 

Walpole Youth FC 
Secretary: Andrew Mitchell 07540 778379. 

We provide coaching for children of all ages and abilities with the club recently being 

awarded FA Charter Standard status - a great achievement for a club of our size.  Our 

FA qualified coaches are always on the look out for players of all abilities to form new 

teams, particularly those currently in school years 1 and 2. 

WALPOLE CROSS KEYS  
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
7 p.m. 2nd Tuesday each month 

Jephson Hall, Walpole Cross Keys 
VISITORS AND NEW MEMBERS  

WELCOME 

President: Diane Skipper  01553 829562 
Secretary: Angela 01945 780094 

WALPOLE AND    

DISTRICT 

BRANCH OF 

THE PONY CLUB 

For more details 

phone  

 

01945 780269 

Stay and Bounce with Bouncy 

Party Hire  

Wednesday 9.30am till 11.30am 

(Term Time) 

£3 for children over 9 months and £1 

for babies under 9months.  

Walpole Good Companions over 50s Club at St Peter's Parish Hall 
Every 1st Thursday of the month 2 - 4pm 

We enjoy outings, speakers, quizzes & afternoon teas. 
Guest & New Members are always welcome 

Please Contact 
Kay Argent 

01945 780533 
Julia McFetridge 
01945 780072 
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WALPOLE ART & CRAFT CLUB 

Meet every Friday morning from 9:30 to 12 in  

Walpole St Peter Parish Hall. £2 per session 

 including tea/coffee and biscuits 

 

Contact: Christine Kinnerman 01945 489953 

WALPOLE GARDENERS CLUB 
The second Thursday of the month in Walpole St Peter Parish Hall. 

7.30pm Start 
Annual Subscription: £10 

Non-members/guests £2 per meeting 
Contact Gillian Gosling on 01945 780409 
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News from Anthony Curton Primary 

One of the big trip that the Year 6 children are looking forward to is their 3 
day residential at Hilltop. They get to do lots of adventurous activities, such 
as swinging from ropes, jumping from heights, zip-wires and lots of team 
building games. This is always a great hit with the children as it is their first 
“holiday” without their parents and siblings for many of them, so lots of fun 
is always on the cards.  

Earlier this month we welcomed Mr. Adrian Ball, the CEO of DEMAT to both 
Anthony Curton and Tilney schools. This was the first time that he had visit-
ed our schools and was very impressed. He visited each class and had a 
chat with the children as he walked around; looking at our high-quality dis-
plays and watching our teachers doing what they do best; teaching! Adrian 
is looking forward to coming back in December when he is keen to see the 
progress that the children have made and also to talk with both myself and 
Mr. Wilkinson about some of the initiatives we are implementing in school.  

Due to the current lockdown restrictions, we still aren’t allowed to gather 
for assemblies. We really miss this time as it is the only point where the 
whole school family gathers and spends time together. Because of this, we 
have started doing our weekly celebration assemblies online, but both 
schools join in so that they can share their certificates and rewards with 
each other. It is so lovely to see all of the children in both schools on one 
screen together while they are genuinely enjoying celebrating other peo-
ple’s successes. We have got our fingers crossed that very soon we will be 
able to meet in person again to congratulate the children on their achieve-
ments – and we’re looking forward to the day that we can invite family 
members as well to join in with the celebrations!  

 

Dawn Liddle 

Executive Head Teacher 

The children have settled back into school in-
credibly well since full lockdown has eased. It is 
so nice to have the classrooms full of children 
and after school activities starting to resume. We 
are looking forward to even more restrictions 
being eased, which will allow us to have visitors 
in school again and go on trips.  
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FENLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
FAMILY HISTORY MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 
As soon as we are able, we will restart our monthly meetings with interesting 
speakers demonstrations and displays which are held once a month in 
Wisbech Library on the fourth Thursday of each month from 7pm to 9pm. 
Everyone welcome. 
OUR COMPUTER RESEARCH SESSIONS will be restarted and held twice a 
month on first Tuesday of each month in Wisbech Library from 10 – 12 noon. 
The second one in Baytree Garden Center in Hilgay near Downham Market, 
you will find us in the restaurant from 11am to 2.30 pm. Other times and plac-
es can be arranged 
 
HOW TIMES HAVE CHANGED! 
 
FREE CHURCH SESSIONS 
 
My grandfather Magnus Kelday SMITH was born in Orkney, his mother Char-
lotte KELDAY came from the small island North Ronaldsay the most northerly 
of the many islands of Orkney. While visiting the little island we were surprised 
to see two churches. My cousins told me that one was the Laird's Kirk the oth-
er the Peoples Kirk, i.e. The Church of Scotland and the Free Church. Research-
ing I found copies of the Free Kirk Sessions. They made very interesting read-
ing. 
In the past all help and support came from the church, so not to be a member 
you would struggle. Rules were very strict. 
 
These were the records kept by R WILSON the Minister and Sessions Clerk. 
Remember women in Scotland kept their maiden name after marriage. 
 
17 March 1855 Thomas THOMSON and Ann MUIR his wife were considered as 
new Communicants. The couple had an illegitimate child who died. The death 
was considered as an admonition by the Lord. The couple were granted 
Church privileges 
 
20 June 1855 Rebuked [before the congregation] James CURT and his wife 
Christina MUIR for their prenuptial sins. 
 
28 June 1855 Questioned the proper length of time for newly-weds James 
CUTT and Christina MUIR to have begotten a child legally. The governing 
body stated 9 full months were needed. The couple were charged with forni-
cation! A midwife was called to give evidence that the birth was premature, as 
the birth came less than 9 months after the wedding. 
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3 July 1855 to Jan 15 1856 Helen KNARSTON said William BEWS was the fa-
ther of her child and had promised to marry her. The case continued over 
many months. 
 
Finally Oct 27 1855 Helen KNARSTON said that William BEWS had confessed 
to her parents and her sister that he was the father of her baby. 
On 15 Jan 1856 Helen’s father sent a letter stating William BEWS had admit-
ted guilt. 
 
Helen KNARSTON was restored to Church privileges. 
 
28 Feb 1856 Mary HALCRO – or widow of MILLER was suspended from 
church privileges for ‘uncleanliness. Note Mary had given birth on 3 Feb and 
had also recently become a widow. 
 
This is but a few of those we found, all very interesting reading. And yes I did 
find my family names in the Sessions, but none of the above, mainly for 
working on the sabbath. 
 
OUR HELP & RESEARCH SESSIONS & MEETINGS 
 
EQUALITY Recent news! At last our English marriage certificates will show the 
names of both father and mother of the bridal pair. In Scotland both sets of 
parents names have been on the marriage certificates since they first start in 
1855. Even the mothers maiden name is included. 
 
Our team of TRANSCRIBERS, Proof Readers and Editors are now checking 
and proof reading the Walsoken church burial registers. They will then be 
sent to be included on the FindMyPast research site. Where they will be avail-
able to everyone using Find My Past, or the Library free to use site. 
 
Our team of RESEARCHERS have been very busy. Two of those family histo-
ries researched were tracing runaway fathers from the past. Our researchers 
are available and willing to give advice and answer your queries. In addition 
they are willing to research your family history for you, we just need a few 
details. If you are a member they give their research services free. It is well 
worth the year subscription. 
OUR SPEAKERS are starting to retake bookings to give their talks to various 
groups and societies. 
 
If you would like help researching your family or info about any of the above 
just give Bridget Hunter a call on 01945 587723. 
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FENLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
We hope to restart our monthly meetings in September, with a special meeting as it 
will be our 20th anniversary with a lot of interaction for our members, it will include 
our AGM. In Wisbech Library Thursday 23rd September from 7 – 9 pm Non members 
always welcome. 
 
HOW TIMES HAVE CHANGED 
It’s a Census Year! By law (Census Act 1920), every household should have filled in 
the 2021 census with details of who was living or staying in the household on 21 
March 2021. Although family historians love the census (if not the transcribers, 
sometimes spellings of personal and place names leave a lot to be desired – but we 
family historians have learned to take that into account); the reason for this decen-
nial (every 10 years) survey is to help decide how to find and manage public ser-
vices. The object of the census was to gain information about the population as a 
whole. Luckily, it was decided that, by listing individuals wherever they happened to 
be on a single night, was the most efficient way to count everybody once, and no-
body twice – although, I’m sure if you ask, you will find family historians who have 
found a few of their kith and kin listed twice, especially those st(r)aying away from 
home on the night in question!  

The first census in the UK was taken in 1801. However, the first were just numeric 
data and it wasn’t until 1841 that the information collected began to look similar to 
that we filled in recently. If you come along to one of our family history sessions, or 
open days (as soon as we are able to hold them within Covid restrictions), you are 
sure to be shown the 1841-1911 censuses to track down individuals and find details 
of families. We are also aware of the problems with spellings and other errors and 
can guide you through your searches. As a family history society, we are eagerly 
awaiting the 1921 census. This is due out in 2022 as, again by law, the information 
collected cannot be made public for 100 years. It will be made available online via 
Find My Past; the index will be free to search, but, the images will cost per view.  

The 1921 is a significant census as the 1931 was lost during the Blitz and there was 
no 1941 taken due to the War. A National Register was compiled in 1939 that listed 
the personal details of every civilian (i.e. nomilitary personnel) in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. It was used to coordinate the home-front war effort in issuing 
identity cards, organising rationing etc. The censuses and Register all form part of 
the sources used when we help with your family tree research; finding names, rela-
tionships, where people are from, where they live, what they did for a living 
etc. The census is also a wonderful snapshot of days gone by in occupations. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fi.e.no%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C003b7b653dd64731f92e08d8f9ff5645%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637534222352434075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6
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Here are some jobs from the 1921 census: 
 
Hayward of the manor - looks after hedges and fences 
Penstock keeper – maintains drainage sluices 
Fat lad – greases wagon wheels 
Muffin maker (otherwise a jiggerer) – makes small plates (crockery) 
Cosaque maker – maker of Christmas Crackers 
Cattle floater - drove a low horse-drawn wagon used for transporting cattle 
Pole shifter – moved the pole on electric trams from one overhead wire to anoth-
er 
Dandy rover – part of the silk thread process 
 
I wonder if our App Developer, Coffee Barista, Life Coach, Web Designer, Biodi-
versity & Climate Policy Advisor, Cyber Security Defence Analyst, and Digital 
Fundraising Officer titles will seem as odd in 100 years’ time? 
 
RESEARCH SESSIONS These will restart as soon as we are able to attend the ven-
ues. In the meantime our researchers are working hard on all the queries we re-
ceive from those who contact us. 
For further information on any of the above please call Bridget 01945 57723 
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Rector: Barbara Burton             

Telephone: 01945 781228 

Email: barbaraburton@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens: William Brooks - 01945 780609 

                             David Galloway - 01945 780809 

Website: www.walpolestpeterchurch.org 

 

From the Church Window – MAY 2021  

Giving beats taking every time. We all remember the magnificent efforts of 
Capt. Tom, who raised a fantastic amount of money by steadily walking 
around his garden. What can we learn from the example of people like Capt. 
Tom? How can their character and approach to life inspire us? Capt. Tom 
reminded us that giving is stronger than taking. Do you recall the way that 
the Prime Minister, upon his return to work from intensive care, described 
COVID-19 as an unexpected and invisible mugger? 

The intent of muggers is to take what belongs to someone else for them-
selves. COVID-19 has been taking lives, livelihoods, security and in some 
cases hope away from us since it came to our country. But in his walking 
Capt. Tom was giving to others as he resolutely put one foot in front of the 
other and in so doing raised a huge amount of money in sponsorship. His giv-
ing was mirrored across the country by countless acts of kindness that are 
motivated by love. Love gives, and love wins.  

Giving is stronger than taking. It’s through giving that we are beating this 
invisible mugger. But there’s more to giving even than that - not only does 
giving bless the receiver but it also blesses the giver too. Writing to the 
church in Ephesus St Paul says: ‘You yourselves know that these hands of 
mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. In eve-
rything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the 
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’ (Acts chapter 20 verses 34-35.) Giving is good for 
you! It makes you feel good when you give, and that’s great too! I hope that 
as we emerge slowly from the depths of this pandemic we will be wiser, 
kinder and more committed to giving than ever before. Giving beats taking 
every time.  

Rev’d Barbara 
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Please note there will be no midweek services until further notice. 

 

JUNE/JULY 2021 

SUNDAY 6TH JUNE  
Sunday after Trinity 

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 13TH JUNE 
Second Sunday after Trinity  

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 20TH JUNE 
Third Sunday after Trinity  
 

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 27TH JUNE 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity  

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 4th JULY 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity  

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 11th JULY 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity  

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 18TH JULY 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity  

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 25TH JULY 
Eighth Sunday after Trinity  
 

Parish Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH SERVICES – Coronovirus / Covid 19 Update 

We are delighted to be able to publish the schedule for services, over the 
coming weeks.  Things will be different as everything has to comply with 
the covid-safe requirements.  The schedule below may change if govern-
ment guidelines are amended - so do keep an eye open for future announce-
ments.  
 
All the details are also posted on the notice board outside the church door, 
and will be updated when necessary. 
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NEWS – FURTHER EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2021 

At last we now feel able to announce some social events for the later part 
of the year. We do hope you will be able to join us once again as we begin 
to reopen the church for our social calendar. Further details for all of these 
will be published nearer the time on the church website, Facebook and the 
noticeboards. We very much look forward to welcoming you all to our 
wonderful church, especially after what has been an extraordinary period 
that we have been living through. However please note depending on any 
changes in Government policy things may still be subject to change at 
short notice. 

Saturday 4th & 

Sunday 5th  

September 

Weekend Fair  and  

Market 

10:00am to 4:00pm Church and 

Grounds 

Friday 1st  

October  

Quiz Night  6:30pm for 7:00pm start Parish Hall 

Wednesday 3rd 

November  

Bingo 6:30pm for 7:00pm Parish Hall 

Saturday 27th 

November  

November Christmas 

Market followed by 

Carols and the 

lighting of the Christ-

mas tree 

2:00pm to 4:00pm Church 

    

    

 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everybody at Walpole St Peter 
Church, whether you are visiting us to admire this wonderful building or simply 
coming along for some quiet time and reflection. Future announcements on the 
further opening of the church will be made in due course. 
There are restrictions on where you can go in the church and we ask everyone to 
respect this. The toilet remains closed. Open areas are cleaned regularly to mini-
mise any risk. 
 

PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER AS YOU ENTER AND LEAVE THE CHURCH. 
We're delighted to have received the 'Good to Go' accreditation from Visit England 
having met all their criteria to make the Church Covid-19 safe 
 
Please do join us for any of our services. You will be very welcome. 
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Walpole Gardeners Club 
 
    

NEWS FROM THE WALPOLE GARDENERS CLUB 

Hello to all our members. We hope that you are all keeping safe and well dur-
ing these difficult times. We are looking to restart our meetings at the Wal-
pole St Peter Parish Hall on the 8th JULY 2021. This will be a Club Night 
with a chance to catch up after lockdown and discuss future dates and activi-
ties for the rest of this year. 

We hope that you were able to collect your potatoes from Margaret Greaves 
and they are growing well despite the many frosts we have had recently. 
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   The Bicentenary of the Eau Brink Cut 

Two hundred years ago, residents of the Walpoles were looking for-
ward to a more secure future. For as long as anyone remembered, 
their livelihoods could be lost at random by frequent floods from the 
River Great Ouse which ruined vast areas of rich farm land, animals 
and homes. 

Local landowners wanted to straighten the river’s course to speed its 
flow and improve drainage but this met bitter opposition from mer-
chants who argued a straight river would result in currents so violent 
that ships in Kings Lynn’s harbour would be endangered, together 
with the vital transport system provided by barges on the River Great 
Ouse and its links with the River Nene. 

This was a long and complex argument but eventually, local men 
took control, assisted by an influential network of local clerics. Rev-
erend Dr. Samuel Smith, the son of a London merchant, was the vicar 
of Walpole St. Andrews and St. Peters, West Lynn. From 1764, he 
was also Headmaster of Westminster School, in the precincts of 
Westminster Abbey. His young pupils included Francis Russell, who 
succeeded as the 5th Duke of Bedford and inherited the position of 
the Governor of the Bedford Level Corporation. This was the body 
responsible for rivers and preventing flooding in southern Fenland 
which led the landowners’ campaign for the Eau Brink Cut. By 1785, 
Rev’d Dr. Smith had purchased a huge estate at Dry Drayton, near 
Cambridge, from Francis, Duke of Bedford, and also became its vic-
ar. He retired as Headmaster soon after, and was appointed a Preb-
end, or administrative assistant, of both Westminster Abbey and Pe-
terborough Cathedral. 

The landowners and merchants finally agreed to the Cut once the rad-
ically conflicting opinions of eminent engineers were resolved, lead-
ing to an Act of Parliament in 1795 which authorised the Eau Brink 
Cut and a bridge at King’s Lynn. 
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Progress was delayed by Napoleon’s threats to invade Britain and in 
1808, Reverend Robert Hankinson came from St Margaret’s, King’s 
Lynn, as vicar of Walpole St. Andrews, and later Walpole St. Peter 
as well. His father was Thomas, a merchant cork-cutter of Lynn, and 
his son Robert Edwards Hankinson was also a cleric. In the first 
round of negotiations for compensation to those whose land was 
needed to build the Eau Brink Cut, Robert Edwards Hankinson re-
fused £329 for himself, and £898 for his father. 

In 1817 work began on the shallow semi-circular course of the River 
Great Ouse around Marshland to direct it into a short straight chan-
nel from Eau Brink at Wiggenhall, and from there directly to King’s 
Lynn and the sea. The Marshland Freebridge opened on 28th June 
1821, and the Eau Brink Cut on July 31st 1821, both to great cele-
bration. 

Three Million Wheelbarrows also gives voice to the River Great 
Ouse itself, and its resistance to man’s control, describing the frailty 
of those humans who tried to control its troublesome waters. Now, 
the river continues to offer a cautionary message about the conse-
quences of man’s activities on our environment. 

   

 

Three Million Wheelbarrows - The story of the Eau Brink Cut, by 
Kathleen Saunders. Available from early June from Bittern Books 
https://bitternbooks.co.uk or Mousehold Press https://
www.mousehold-press.co.uk 
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Age UK - Cambridgeshire   0300 666 9860 

Age UK - Norfolk   0300 500 1217 

Alzheimer’s Society - Fenland   01945 580 480 

Alzheimer’s Society – Norfolk   01553 762 227 

Anglian Water   08457 145 145 

Booking Clerk Walpole Community Cen-

tre 
Chloe Matthews 

01406 478 800 

Booking Clerk WSP Parish Hall Jane Brooks 01945 780 609  

Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West 

Norfolk 
  01553 616 200 

Borough Councillor – Richard Blunt   01945 780 454 

Borough Councillor – Julian Kirk  01945 430 109 

Children’s Care Home - Manager on site Michelle  07918 776 387 

Children’s Care Home - Regional Manag-

er 
Patricia  

07436 813 187 

County Councillor – Julian Kirk  07817 160 725 

Electricity faults – UK Power Networks  105 

Norfolk County Council   0344 800 8020 

Parish Clerk – Mrs Caroline Boyden 

walpoleparishclerk@gmail.com 
  

 07368 861 696 

Parish Councillor – Richard Blunt   01945 780 454 

Parish Councillor - Richard Green   01945 780 378 

Parish Councillor – Andrew Bliss   01945 780 928 

Parish Councillor – David Lawty  01945 780 100 

Parish Councillor – Adrian Eveleigh   01945 781 208 

Parish Councillor –  Vacancy   

Parish Councillor - Charlene Campion  07900 564 374 

Parish Councillor - Heather Smith  07900 177 709 

Parish Councillor - William Brooks  01945 780 609 

   

Parish Councillor - Claire Robinson  07590 430 595 

Police, Fire & Ambulance Emergency   999 

Police – Non Emergency   101 

NHS - Non Emergency   111 

School – Anthony Curton   01945 780 121 

Speed Watch   Jane Eveleigh  01945 781 208 

Walpole St Peter Church Rev. Barbara 01945 781 228 

Useful Contact Numbers  
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Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West 

Norfolk 
  01553 616 200   

Borough Councillor – Richard Blunt   01945 780 454   

Borough Councillor – Julian Kirk  01945 430 109  

County Councillor – Julian Kirk  07817 160 725  

Parish Clerk – Mrs Caroline Boyden 

walpoleparishclerk@gmail.com 
  

07368 861 696 

Parish Councillor – Richard Blunt   01945 780 454  

Parish Councillor - Richard Green   01945 780 378  

Parish Councillor – Andrew Bliss   01945 780 928  

Parish Councillor – David Lawty  01945 780 100 

Parish Councillor – Adrian Eveleigh   01945 781 208  

Vacancy     

Parish Councillor - Charlene Campion  07900 564 374  

Parish Councillor - Heather Smith  07900 177 709  

Parish Councillor - William Brooks  01945 780 609  

Parish Councillor - Claire Robinson  07590 430 595  

COUNCILLORS  


