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Latest Information, Advice, Useful Links and Service Updates 

Updated 24 February 2022 

This weekly briefing is intended as a resource to keep you up to date with the latest 

information and advice. 

 

COVID-19 Trusted sources of information  

The most recent verified data on cases in the UK and Norfolk is available from 
Public Health England and Norfolk Insights. 

Everyone has a key role in promoting www.nhs.uk/coronavirus and 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus as trusted sources of information to the public.  It is 
important to ensure people go to the right sources of information and keep up to date 
with how to look after themselves.  

Keep up to date: We have a dedicated webpage for coronavirus updates in Norfolk 
and impact on Norfolk County Council services. This is updated regularly so please 
do re-visit this page. 

Service updates: The most up to date information on council services can be found 
at Norfolk County Council services disruptions. The council will continue to monitor 
its services and, if regulations and circumstances change, it will review its current 
plans. 

 

National announcements  

Living with Covid Strategy Announced 

The Prime Minister says vaccines will remain the first line of defence against Covid-
19 as he set out the Government’s plans to live with and manage the virus. 

From 24 February  

Domestic covid regulations restricting public freedoms to end as part of the Living 
with Covid Plan. 

The legal requirement to self-isolate ends.  You will not have to take daily tests or be 
legally required to self-isolate following contact with someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Adults and children who test positive are still advised to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people for at least five full days and then continue to follow the 
guidance until they have received two negative test results on consecutive days. 

Local Authorities will manage local outbreaks in high-risk settings as they do with 
other infectious diseases. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
https://www.norfolkinsight.org.uk/coronavirus/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/adults-health/coronavirus/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/service-disruptions
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-plan-for-living-with-covid
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From 1 April  

The Government will update guidance setting out the ongoing steps that people with 
COVID-19 should take to be careful and considerate of others, similar to advice on 
other infectious diseases.  

Existing Working Safely guidance will be replaced with new public health guidance.  

Free testing for the general public will stop. 

 

Norfolk and Waveney COVID-19 booster and vaccinations  

Vaccinations for all healthy 5–11year-olds to launch from April 2022 

Following a government announcement, which confirmed that all healthy 5–11-year-
olds will soon be eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination, health leaders are asking that 
parents and carers be patient and do not contact the NHS to request a vaccine. 

The guidance indicates that healthy children will be eligible for a COVID-19 
vaccination sometime in April 2022. 

At the moment, the Norfolk and Waveney health and care system is continuing to 
vaccinate clinically extremely vulnerable 5–11-year olds and will continue to do so in 
the weeks ahead.  

 

Norfolk County Council Budget  

Budget to “build back better” agreed. The 2022-23 budget proposes significant 
investment, while addressing continuing severe pressure on services. 

Plans for a balanced budget and a 2.99 per cent Council Tax rise were agreed by 
Norfolk County Council. The full council agreed: 

• A 2.99 per cent rise in the county council’s share of Council Tax, in April – not 
the maximum permissible 3.99 per cent 

• An increase in the 2022/23 net budget by £25 million compared to this year, to 
£464.123m 

• A review of the Council and how it operates, to bridge a £60m budget gap 
predicted for 2023/24 

 

New roles created to improve the link between county and local 
councils 

A significant investment has been made into the relationship between Norfolk County 
Council and the rest of the county with £160,000 committed over the next 2 years. 

The county council have funded the Norfolk Association of Local Councils (Norfolk 
ALC) to employ two members of staff who will be dedicated to improving the link 
between the county council and Norfolk’s town and parish councils. 

The new roles will help local councils stay up to date on key initiatives and policies 
that affect them, while ensuring that local voices are heard at a county level. They 
will also work to raise the profile of Parish Councils across Norfolk and the work they 
do for their communities. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/health-secretary-statement-on-covid-19-vaccines-for-five-to-11-year-olds
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The funding will also aim to help local councils build their skills and get access to the 
right information. That might include help with developing a parish plan, writing a 
funding bid, or reaching a wider demographic in their area. 

This help will be in addition to the support the Norfolk ALC already provides which 
has seen a range of initiatives co-ordinating the Parish and Town Councils in 
Norfolk. 

Anyone interested in knowing more about the support available via the Norfolk 
Association of Local Councils can visit their website which holds information, advice 
and training on a wide range of subjects. 

 

Hundreds of free activities available for children and young people 
this Easter 

Bookings are now open for The Big Norfolk Holiday Fun, a programme of free 
activities that will run over the Easter holidays for 5–16-year-olds across Norfolk. 

The scheme is provided as part of the government’s Holiday Activities and Food 
(HAF) programme and is being delivered by Norfolk County Council in partnership 
with Active Norfolk. 

There will be a range of activities available all over the county, aimed at various 
ages. These could include football, basketball, circus skills, arts and crafts, dance, 
music, cookery, film-making and much more. 

The sessions offer children the chance to learn and develop new skills, alongside 
receiving a free healthy lunch each day. Booking is on a first-come-first-served basis, 
with limited spaces for many activities, so families should book soon to avoid 
disappointment. 

Those who claim means-tested free school meals can claim free spaces on the 
activities, whilst paid spots are available on many activities for those who don’t. 

 

Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service 

The service has been working with national partners in the Home Office and National 
Fire Chiefs Council to support the launch of the latest Fire Kills campaign. 

Fire Kills aims to educate the public about common causes of house fires and how to 
prevent them. NFRS has been posting daily on their social media channels 
throughout the week and will continue to do so for the duration of the campaign, to 
highlight the key fire safety messages and to signpost our residents to useful home 
safety advice.  

The campaign runs for three weeks, until Sunday, 13th March. They would 
appreciate it if you would consider sharing their posts on your own social media 

accounts. 

Further information about the Fire Kills campaign can be found here 

https://www.norfolkalc.gov.uk/
https://www.activenorfolk.org/public/bignorfolkholidayfun/
https://fireengland.uk/fire-safety

